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RAFAEL PAYARE’S BIOGRAPHY

Rafael Payare’s prodigious musicianship, technical brilliance and charismatic presence on the
podium have made him one of the world’s most sought-after conductors. Music Director
Designate of the OSM for the 2021-2022 season, he will assume the position of Music Director
starting in the 2022-2023 season.

The 2020-2021 season is Rafael Payare’s second as Music Director of the San Diego Symphony,
and already their relationship has been recognized as one of the most dynamic in North
America. He was Music Director of the Ulster Orchestra from 2014 to 2019, appearing twice
with the orchestra at the BBC Proms in 2016 and 2019. He now holds the title of Conductor
Laureate in recognition of his vast artistic contribution to the orchestra and the City of Belfast
during his five-year tenure.

The 2014-2015 season was especially noteworthy in Mr. Payare’s international career, as he
made his acclaimed debut with the Vienna Philharmonic, conducting concerts at the Wiener
Musikverein and Théatre des Champs-Elysées in Paris. He also made his London debut with the
London Symphony Orchestra at the Barbican Centre and debut appearances with the Munich
Philharmonic and the Chicago Symphony at the Ravinia Festival.

Since then, he has continued to distinguish himself with the world's leading orchestras. In 2015-
2016, he made his first appearance with the Mahler Chamber Orchestra at the Kélner
Philharmonie. He returned to London for his debut at the Southbank Centre with the
Philharmonia Orchestra, and has maintained a close association with this orchestra.

The 2017-2018 season saw his celebrated Chicago Symphony subscription debut at the
Symphony Center, followed by an appearance at the Ravinia Festival in summer 2019. That
season was also marked by his debuts with Staatskapelle Dresden, Pittsburgh Symphony,
Tonhalle-Orchester Ziirich and his return visit to the Munich Philharmonic and Vienna
Philharmonic for his Wiener Konzerthaus debut with mezzo-soprano Elina Garancéa. Other
recent highlights have included engagements with the Leipzig Gewandhausorchester,
Boston Symphony Orchestra, Minnesota Orchestra, Orchestra dell’Accademia Nazionale
di Santa Cecilia in Rome as well as two dazzling appearances at the helm of the
Orchestre symphonique de Montréal in 2018 and 20109.

Among the highlights of the 2020-2021 season, he will debut with the Orchestre National de
France in Paris and will return to the NDR Elbphilharmonie Orchester, Dresden Philharmonia,
Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra, Philharmonia Orchestra in London, in addition to a
residency at the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal.

Mr. Payare has worked with numerous soloists, including Daniil Trifonov, Frank Peter
Zimmerman, Gil Shaham, Jean-Yves Thibaudet, Nikolai Lugansky, Christiane Karg, Alisa
Weilerstein, Nikolaj Szeps-Znaider, Piotr Anderszewski, Elisabeth Leonskaja, Sergey Khachatryan,
Emanuel Ax, Yefim Bronfman and Dorothea Réschmann.



As an opera conductor, Mr. Payare was personally invited by his mentor, Lorin Maazel, to
conduct in 2012, at his Castleton Festival in Virginia. In July 2015, he was appointed Principal
Conductor and conducted Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette and a performance of Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 9 in memory of the late Maestro Maazel. Among the productions he has directed
is his acclaimed debut performance at the 2019 Glyndebourne Festival conducting I/ barbiere di
Siviglia. He has conducted Madama Butterfly and La Bohéme for the Royal Swedish Opera and a
new production of La traviata at Malmo Opera. He will make his debut at the Staatsoper Berlin
in 2020-2021 and at the Royal Opera House in 2022-2023.

An inspiration to young musicians, Mr. Payare has forged a close relationship with the Royal
College of Music in London, where he visits every season to conduct their symphony orchestra,
in addition to spearheading projects with the Chicago Civic Orchestra, Orchestra of the Americas
and the Filarmdnica Joven de Colombia.

Born in 1980 and a graduate of the celebrated El Sistema music-education program in
Venezuela, Mr. Payare began his formal conducting studies in 2004 with José Antonio Abreu. He
has conducted all the major orchestras in Venezuela including the Simdn Bolivar Orchestra. As
Principal Horn of the Simdn Bolivar Orchestra, he took part in many prestigious tours and
recordings with conductors including Giuseppe Sinopoli, Claudio Abbado, Sir Simon Rattle and
Lorin Maazel.

In May 2012, Mr. Payare was awarded first prize at the Malko International Competition for
Young Conductors.



